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Spice up your chicken recipes 


Fast and easy ways to change the dinnertime routine 
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Today’s weather 
Cold with snow 
in the morning. 
High: 37 
Low: 27 


Thursday: Some sun, 40 | 23 
Friday: Cold, 37 | 24 


Weather report. A2 


Metro<State 


Ex-FBI informant found 


guilty of terror charges 


An Akron jury has found a 
former FBI informant guilty of 
trying to create a terrorist cell 
in the U.S. to carry out attacks 
in the name of the Islamic 
State. A4 


Dam demolition: The long- 
awaited demolition of the 
Brecksville Dam has cleared 
its final hurdle and could be 
completed by the end of this 
year. A4 


Nation&World 


Students wounded 
in school shooting 


A teenager armed with a 
handgun shoots and critically 
wounds a girl inside a Mary- 
land school and the shooter is 
killed when a school resource 
officer confronts him moments 
after the gunfire erupted. A9 


Venmo works great, 
but caution is needed 


Money Matters: Venmo is 
a great way to pay others, 
but you need to be careful to 
make sure you're sending your 
money to the right person. A13 


Markets rise: U.S. stock in- 
dexes finish mostly higher as 
retailers rise, energy compa- 
nies climb and banks move up 
with interest rates. A14 


Sports 


Cavs’ struggles show 
no one is unbreakable 


Commentary: The Cavaliers 
are coping with numerous 
physical injuries, but the bat- 
tles of Kevin Love and coach 
Ty Lue show how strong are 
the mental and psychological 
stresses. B1 


Forum 


The dark side 
to the shale boom 


Commentary: The U.S. re- 
mains deeply ambivalent 
about clean energy. Turns out, 
when you're the world’s No. 
1 oil and gas power, it can be 
hard to prepare for a clean-en- 
ergy future. E1 


Diversions 


Museum will showcase 
Hall of Fame Experience 


The Rock Hall will soon unveil 
its Hall of Fame Experience. 
It marks the most elaborate 
showcase the museum has 
ever created around its induc- 
tions. P1 


cleveland.com 


Expert tips to prepare 

for spring allergies 
Cleveland.com me- 
teorologist Kelly 
Reardon talks with 
a MetroHealth aller- 

gist about why allergies are on 

the rise, and how to prepare 

for and deal with symptoms. 

cleveland.com/weather 
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issues: Call 216-999-6000 


JAMES F. MCCARTY 
jmccarty@plaind.com 


A plaintiff’s attorney has 
withdrawn his request for 
a restraining order after 
attorneys for University 
Hospitals agreed to com- 
ply with a set of guidelines 
when dealing with patients 
who had sued the hospital 
after their frozen eggs and 
embryos were no longer vi- 
able because of a tempera- 
ture fluctuation in a freezer 
two weeks ago. 


Freezer-malfunction lawsuits 


UH agrees to limits on talks 


Plaintiffs attorney drops request for restraining order 


In his original motion for 
a restraining order, attor- 
ney Eric Zagrans accused 
UH doctors and officials of 
offering the patients compli- 
mentary in vitro fertilization 
treatments in exchange for 
out-of-court settlements. 

Zagrans said the settle- 
ment offers “compromise 
their legal rights, including 
their opportunity to partic- 
ipate in a class action case 
and obtain damages for their 
losses.” 

UH was not advised in 


advance of the request for 
a restraining order, and its 
lawyers were not present in 
court when the order was 
signed. 

UH responded to the al- 
legations with a prepared 
statement Tuesday, saying 
the hospital was “dismayed 
and disappointed” that Za- 
grans had “so inaccurately 
characterized our genuine 
and heartfelt offers of sup- 
port to our patients.” 

“The temporary restrain- 
ing order entered last week 


was based on those inaccu- 
rate characterizations and 
without giving UH the op- 
portunity to put the correct 
facts before the court,” the 
statement read. 

AUH spokesman said that 
at no time were out-of-court 
settlements offered to any 
patients not represented by a 
lawyer, and he said Zagrans’ 
claim that the hospital had 
refused to release medical 
records was untrue. 


SEE UH | A7 


Oe 


Out with an eyesore 
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rews begin demolishing the old Swift & Co. meat-packing and Bell Tire buildings on Tuesday 
on Cleveland’s West Side. The work is part of the Safe Routes to Schools program, which 
seeks to reduce risk to children. See more photos at cleveland.com/metro 
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Corruption probe 


County IT 
exec’s email 
has praise 
for Hyland 


Her spouse works 
at software firm 


PETER KROUSE 
pkrouse@cleveland.com 


One of the Cuyahoga 
County administrators 
named in subpoenas from 
corruption investigators 
sent an email in 2017 prais- 
ing procurement software 
that would be provided to 
the county by her spouse’s 
employer. 

Emily McNeeley, the coun- 
ty’s IT general counsel and 
director of special initia- 
tives, sent the Jan. 13, 2017, 
email to county Executive 
Armond Budish and other 
top county administrators, 
and blind-copied two em- 
ployees of Westlake-based 
Hyland Software, where 
her spouse, Lisa McNeeley, 
works. 

“The team has done a lot 
of great work to date and I 
believe we are in a strong 
position to move this project 
forward,” McNeeley writes in 
the email. “We are excited 
about the partnership with 
Hyland Software and the 
amazing efficiencies the soft- 
ware can deliver. Thank you 
for your continued support 
throughout this effort.” 

The email is signed “Emily 
and the team.” She addressed 
the email to Budish, Sharon 
Sobol Jordan, who was then 
Budish’s chief of staff, county 
Fiscal Officer Dennis Ken- 
nedy and IT Director Scot Ro- 
urke. She blind-copied High- 
land employees Lori Kershner 
and Tom Pappalardo. 

Cleveland.com discovered 
the message Tuesday among 
thousands of emails that the 
county turned over to cor- 
ruption investigators earlier 
this year and subsequently 
made public through a re- 
cords request. 

The email references 
the attached “Procurement 
Transformation Plan 2017.” 


SEE EMAIL | A15 


Cleveland tourism 


Visitors spent 
$127 million here, 
according to study 


CHUCK YARBOROUGH 
cyarborough@ plaind.com 


The Rock & Roll Hall of 
Fame may stand as one of 
Cleveland’s best “return on 
investment” projects. 

Visitors to the Rock Hall 
spent $127 million every 
year by themselves, part 
of the $199 million an- 
nual economic impact the 
museum has on Northeast 
Ohio, according to a study 
released Tuesday at a news 
conference at the museum. 

That’s for a structure that 
cost $92 million. 

Rock Hall President and 
Chief Executive Officer Greg 
Harris said the study by 
Tourism Economics found 
that visitors to the museum 
spent $349,000 daily at the 
facility and in other busi- 
nesses here, from restau- 
rants to transportation com- 
panies to hotels and more. 

The Rock Hall, one of the 
rare nonprofits to charge 
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Rock Hall touts economic impact 
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Greg Harris, president and CEO of the Rock & Roll 
Hall of Fame, discusses the economic impact the 
institution has on Greater Cleveland. 


an admission tax, annu- 
ally generates more than 
$13 million in state and 
local tax revenues, includ- 
ing almost $3 million in 
sales tax income and an- 
other $1.2 million in hotel 
“bed tax” income. 

“But this is not just about 
the dollars,” said Harris, in- 
dicating the lofty numbers 
and the museum’s reaction 
to them are more reflective of 
the hard work “of the group 
that rallied to build this place 


and to share how their work 
has impacted this city.” 

Nearly 570,000 visitors 
passed through the doors 
at the Rock Hall in 2017, 
Harris said. This year is on 
pace to outstrip that num- 
ber, especially with the in- 
duction ceremonies set to 
make their biannual stop in 
Cleveland on Saturday, April 
14, for the enshrinement of 
the Class of 2018. 


SEE ROCK | A7 


Terror in Texas 


MANNY FERNANDEZ, 
SERGE F. KOVALESKI 
AND JOHN ISMAY 
New York Times 


AUSTIN, TEXAS — Police 
responded to a reported 
explosion and injury at a 
strip mall south of down- 
town Tuesday evening, the 
seventh bomb and sixth 
explosion in less than four 
weeks that is terrorizing 
Texas’ capital. 

This latest bombing, in 
which one man in his 30s 
was injured and author- 


store and shopping center 
nearby, was caused by an 
“incendiary device” and is 
not related to the five bomb 
blasts that have killed two 
people and severely injured 
four others since March 2, 
officials insisted. 

The bomber who has 
been the focus of the in- 
vestigation in these past 


communicated with inves- 


ities evacuated a grocery 


weeks has not officially 


Explosions continue 
in and near Austin 


Unexploded bomb may provide clues 


tigators. Yet, in some subtle 
ways, the bomber is doing 
just that with each explo- 
sive-rigged package that is 
found. 

Law enforcement offi- 
cials investigating one of 
the most brazen and deadly 
serial explosion cases in 
America in decades are 
struggling to read his 
bombs for any clues they 
can find. 

On Tuesday, a sixth 
bomb, this one unexploded, 
forced the shutdown of a 
FedEx facility near Aus- 
tin’s airport. Officials have 
launched a sweeping man- 
hunt, both forensic and 
physical, for the bomber, 
whose identity and motive 
remain unknown. 

“Its such a random 
sending of these bombs,” 
said Nelson W. Wolff, the 
top elected official in Bexar 
County, which includes San 
Antonio. 


SEE BOMBS | A12 
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